“"Mighty Memoir”

The One and Only Ivan Memoir Project

Inspiration : The One and Only Ivan “In cheering for Ivan and his friends, we cheer for
our own humanity and our own possibilities.” —Gary Schmidt
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Requirements: Ten o tBStepresented in a photo album.
You must write enough information to give the reader a clear understanding of you, your
thoughts, feelings, likes, and ideas. Each paragraph is to include a catchy beginner, topic
sentence, a minimum of three elaborating support sentences and a concluding sentence.
Teachers expect strong word choice in each entry. Each paragraph must be accompanied
by a photograph that creatively expresses your topic in a similar style to the natural
National Geographic photographer, Michael ‘Nick’ Nichols. The photographs must be
taken by using a camera, and all writing and photos are to be arranged in a single photo
album. The writings should be typed and sized down to fit inside the photo album. Your
cover must be a photograph of you with your name creatively displayed.



Topics:
1. My Nickname Page:

Ivan: Julia gives Bob wings or lion’s mane. Once she gave him a tortoise
shell. But the best thing she ever gave him wasn’t a drawing. Julia gave
Bob his name.

This page should describe how you were given a nickname and how
you feel about the nickname itself.
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4. My Favorite Gi
Ivan: [ have a tire swing, a baseball, a tiny plast/c pool filled with dirty
water, and even an old T.V. I have a stuffed toy gorilla, too. IJulia, the
daughter of the weary man who cleans the mall each night, gave it to me.

This page should describe a gift that is most special to you.

5. My Bad Habit That I Can’t Seem To Break Page:

Ivan: A me-ball is made by rolling up dung until it’s the size of a small
apple, then letting it dry. I always keep a few on hand. For some reason,
my visitors never seem to carry any.

This page should describe your bad habit. Explain why this habit is
too difficult to break.



6. My Proudest Moment Page:

Ruby: "No, Bob!” Ruby interrupts. "“You're wrong. These humans helped
me. When they saw I was trapped, they grabbed ropes and they made loops
around my neck and my tummy. The whole entire village helped, even little
kids and grandmas and grandpas, and they all pulled and pulled and ...”
Ruby stops. Her lashes are wet, and I know she must be remembering all
the terrible feelings from that day. “... and they saved me,” she finishes in a
whisper.

This page should describe a time in your life that you were proud of
yourself for achieving or reaching a goal.

7. My Favorite T.V. Show Page:

Ivan: My T.V. is old. It doesn’t always work, and sometimes days will go by
before anyone remembers to turn it on. I'll watch anything, but I'm
particularly fond of cartoons, with their bright jungle colors. I especially
enjoy it when someone slips on a banana peel.

This page should describe your favorite television show.

8. My Favorite Fruit Page:

Ivan: Everyone knows the peels are the best part.

This page should describe your favorite fruit.

9. My Curiosity Page:

Ivan: I think of Ruby’s endless curiosity, and of the questions she loved to
ask. Have you ever danced with a tiger, Ivan? Will you turn blue? Why

doesn’t that little boy have a tail?

This page should describe something that makes you curious

10. My Home Page:

Ivan: My domain is made of thick glass and rusty metal and rough cement.
Stella’s domain is made of metal bars. The sun bears’ domain is made of
wood; the parrots’is wire mesh.

This page should describe your favorite aspect of your home.



11. My Best Talent Page:

Ivan: My neighbors here at the Big Top Mall know many tricks. They are an
educated lot, more accomplished than I am. One of my neighbors plays
baseball, although she is a chicken. Another drives a fire truck, although he
is a rabbit. o

This page should desc ur unusual talent.
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This page should describe a person that you feel is most patient.

14. My Loving Mother Page:

Ivan: I don’t remember much about my early life, but I do remember this:
Whenever I got the chance I would dip my fingers into cool mud and use my
mother’s back for a canvas. She was a patient soul, my mother.

This page should describe your mother.

15. My Lonely Page:

Ivan: Not long ago, a little boy stood before my glass, tears streaming down
his smooth, red cheeks. "He must be the loneliest gorilla in the world,” he
said, clutching his mother’s hand.

This page should describe a time you felt lonely.



16. The Bad Mood Page:

Ivan: It's been two days since anyone’s come to visit. Mac is in a bad mood.
He says we’re losing money hand over fist. He says he is going to sell the
whole lot of us.

This page should describe what puts you in a horrible mood.

17. The Horrible Iliness Page:

Ivan: Last winter, Stella’s foot swelled to twice its normal size. She had a
fever, she lay on the damp, cold floor of her domain for five days.

This page should describe a time when you or someone you loved
suffered from illness.

18. My Loving Father Page:

Ivan: My father was a master at leading us to the ripest fruit for our
morning feast and the finest branches for our night nests. He was

"~ everything a silverback is meant to be: a guide, a teacher, a protector.

This page should describe your father.

19. My Respect Page:

Ivan: "I'm a silverback, Ruby. A leader.” I pull back my shoulders and hold
my head high. “They don’t have to like me. They have to respect me.”

This page should describe how you respect yourself or someone else.

20. My Protest Page:

Ivan: "More people with signs come today. They want Ruby to be free.
Some of them even want Mac to shut down the mall. In the evening, George
and Mac talk about them. Mac says they're protesting the wrong guy.”

This page should someone or something that you would protest for
or against.






